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Most radiation is
harmless in small 
amounts, but there
are some forms that
can make people
very sick.

X-RAY

1212

However, some atoms, like 
your brother Axel, have too 
many neutrons.

These extra neutrons give off too 
much energy which makes the 
atom unstable.  This extra energy 
is called radiation.  When atoms 
like Axel are found in places 
where they are not supposed to 
be, it’s called contamination.

CONTAMINATEDCONTAMINATED
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Workers at the Nevada Test Site are checking 
the water to see if there is any contamination. 
They are also tracking the way the water moves 
to make sure contamination stays far away from 
people.

Can you find which drill rig leads to the 
contaminated groundwater?
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