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Environmental Management’s (EM) Monthly Report to the NSSAB 
February 2011 

 
Low-Level Waste (LLW) 
Activities (January) 

• As of January 23, 2011, the cumulative LLW volume received for FY 2011 is 483,682 ft³ in 622 
shipments. The cumulative mixed low-level waste (MLLW) volume received for FY 2011 is 
8,399 ft³ in 25 shipments. 

• LLW Operations has worked 100,679 hours since its last lost-time accident (September 23, 
2009).  

• The first MLLW containers were disposed in the new Mixed Waste Disposal Unit on January 26, 
2011.   

• As of January 27, 2011, the 1st LLW Quarterly LLW Forecast Update projected the Nevada 
National Security Site will receive 2.255 million ft3 in FY 2011.   

• The NSO Radioactive Waste Acceptance Program (RWAP) conducted two impromptu facility 
surveillances of Wastren Advantage Inc. (WAI) in TN and Sandia National Laboratory (SNL) in 
NM.   RWAP issued four observations during the WAI surveillance; which WAI is currently 
addressing.  There were no findings or observations during the SNL surveillance.   

Planned Activities (February) 
• The LLW Activity expects to receive approximately 220,000 ft³ of LLW and MLLW for 

disposal. 
• RWAP will conduct three impromptu surveillances and one verification surveillance. 

 
Underground Test Area (UGTA) 
Activities (January) 

• Frenchman Flat 
o Continued interpretation of surface magnetometer survey. 
o Continued preparation of Corrective Action Decision Document (CADD)/Corrective 

Action Plan (CAP) 
• Pahute Mesa 

o Continued work on well completion reports for ER-20-4, ER-EC-12, ER-EC-13, and ER-
EC-15. 

o Continued work on Geology Analysis and Evaluation. 
o Published final Well Completion Report for ER-EC-11.  
o Continued preparation of drilling and well development and testing documents. 

• Yucca Flat 
o Continued preparation of flow and transport model document 

• Rainier Mesa/Shoshone Mountain 
o Continued flow and transport model analysis and evaluation. 

Planned Activities (February) 
• Frenchman Flat 

o Continue interpretation of surface magnetometer survey. 
o Continue preparation of CADD/CAP 

• Pahute Mesa 
o Continue work on well completion reports for ER-20-4, ER-EC-12, ER-EC-13, and ER-

EC-15 
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o Continue work on Geology Analysis and Evaluation. 
o Publish final Well Completion Report for wells ER-20-8 and ER-20-8 #2.  
o Continue preparation of drilling and well development and testing documents. 

• Yucca Flat 
o Complete flow and transport model analysis and evaluation.  
o Continue preparation of flow and transport model document. 

• Rainier Mesa/Shoshone Mountain 
o Continue flow and transport model analysis and evaluation. 

 
Industrial Sites: 
Activities (January) 

• Corrective Action Unit (CAU) 116, Area 25 Test Cell C Facility 
o Continued field remediation activities 
o Began shipping low-level waste (LLW) to Area 5. 

• CAU 117, Area 26 Pluto Disassembly Facility 
o Completed shipping demolition debris (funded by the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act [ARRA])  
o Began preparing for concrete cap 

• CAU 539, Areas 25 and 26 Railroad Tracks 
o Worked on path forward for the disposition of the highly radioactive material located 

near Test Cell C 
• CAU 544, Cellars, Mud Pits, and Oil Spills 

o Continued field activities 
o Initiated Closure Report (CR) 

• CAU 561, Waste Disposal Areas 
o Continued planning fieldwork for the Decision II sampling 

• CAU 566, Engine Maintenance, Assembly, and Disassembly (EMAD) Compound 
o Continued fieldwork activities 

 
Planned Activities (February) 

• CAU 114, Area 25 EMAD Facility 
o Dispose of evaporation basin residue 

• CAU 116, Area 25 Test Cell C Facility 
o Continue field remediation activities 
o Continue shipping LLW to Area 5 

• CAU 117, Area 26 Pluto Disassembly Facility 
o Install concrete cap over basement area 

• CAU 539, Areas 25 and 26 Railroad Tracks 
o Conduct any necessary fieldwork to support the disposition of the highly radioactive 

material 
• CAU 544, Cellars, Mud Pits, and Oil Spills 

o Continue fieldwork activities 
• CAU 561, Waste Disposal Areas 

o Complete the Decision II sampling 
• CAU 566, EMAD Compound 

o Complete fieldwork activities 
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Soils: 
Activities (January) 

• Corrective Action Unit (CAU) 106, Areas 5, 11 Frenchman Flat Atmospheric Sites 
o Continued field investigation activities (funded by the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act [ARRA]) 
• CAU 365, Baneberry Contamination Area 

o Continued field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA) 
• CAU 366, Area 11 Plutonium Valley Dispersion Sites 

o Began preliminary field activities 
• CAU 367, Area 10 Sedan, Ess and Uncle Unit Craters 

o Continued waste management activities 
• CAU 372, Area 20 Cabriolet/Palanquin Unit Craters 

o Continued waste management activities 
• CAU 374, Area 20 Schooner Unit Crater 

o Continued waste management activities (funded by the ARRA) 
• CAU 375, Area 30 Buggy Unit Craters 

o Continued field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA)  
Planned Activities (February)  

• CAU 106, Areas 5, 11 Frenchman Flat Atmospheric Sites 
o Continue field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA) 

• CAU 365, Baneberry Contamination Area 
o Continue field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA) 

• CAU 366, Area 11 Plutonium Valley Dispersion Sites 
o Continue preliminary field activities 

• CAU 367, Area 10 Sedan, Ess and Uncle Unit Craters 
o Continue waste management activities 

• CAU 372, Area 20 Cabriolet/Palanquin Unit Craters 
o Continue waste management activities 

• CAU 374, Area 20 Schooner Unit Crater 
o Continue waste management activities (funded by the ARRA) 

• CAU 375, Area 30 Buggy Unit Craters 
o Continue field investigation activities (funded by the ARRA) 

 
Public Involvement: 
Activities (January) 

• Continued exhibit of Groundwater at the Nevada National Security Site poster at the Amargosa 
Valley Library. 

• Continued exhibit of Operation Clean Desert display in the Las Vegas Public Reading Room 
and provided an additional 250 activity books. 

• Replaced the Groundwater at the Nevada Test Site poster in the Beatty Library with an 
Operation Clean Desert poster, and provided 50 activity books and 35 computer games. 

• Setup the Groundwater at the Nevada National Security Site poster in the Goldfield Library, and 
provided 20 Operation Clean Desert activity books and 10 computer games. 
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• Published three (3) Environmental Management (EM) News Flash articles on NNSS Waste 
Management Proves High Standards in Safety, Recovery Act Means Cleanup at Nevada Military 
Test Areas, and New RCRA Disposal Cell is Up and Running. 

• Participated in the January 12 Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board Full Board meeting. 
Planned Activities (February) 

• Continue exhibit of Operation Clean Desert display in the Las Vegas Public Reading Room. 
• Continue exhibit of Groundwater at the Nevada National Security Site poster at the Amargosa 

Valley Library. 
• Continue exhibit of Operation Clean Desert poster at the Beatty Library. 
• Continue exhibit of Groundwater at the Nevada National Security Site poster at the Goldfield 

Library. 
• Publish an EM News Flash article. 
• Coordinate, setup and support the NSO EM exhibit at the Waste Management 2011 Symposia in 

Phoenix February 27 – March 2, 2011. 
• Participate in the February 16 Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board Full Board meeting. 
• Participate in the February 23 Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board Full Industrial Site/Soils 

committee meeting. 
• Participated in the Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board Full Board membership interviews. 

 
 
 


