
    FULL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
    May 14, 2008 
    Location:  Atomic Testing Museum, Las Vegas, Nevada 

    CAB Members Present:  David Hermann, Chair; Walter Wegst,            
    Vice Chair; Bob Gatliff, Robert Johnson, Ted Oom, Stacy Standley, 
    Hal Sullivan, Jim Weeks 

    CAB Members Not Present:  Vernell McNeal, Jack Ramsey 
 

 

Public Present: Kathy Bienenstein, Pahrump, NV; Bob Hoving, Henderson, NV; Bill Lindsey, Las 
Vegas, NV; John McGrail, Las Vegas, NV; Ted Schweitzer, Las Vegas, NV; Bonnie Swadling, 
Pahrump, NV 

Liaisons Present:  Bob Gamble, Nye County, Chris Andres (for Tim Murphy), Nevada Division of 
Environmental Protection 

Technical Support Staff:  Helen Neill, Ph.D., University of Nevada Las Vegas (UNLV), Department 
of Environmental Studies; Jennifer Ward, Graduate Student, UNLV 

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE):  Kelly Snyder, Deputy Designated Federal Officer (DDFO) 

CAB Facilitator:  Rosemary Rehfeldt, Navarro Research and Engineering, Inc. 

 
Agenda 

• Chair’s Opening Remarks       Dave Hermann  
• Approval of Agenda 

 
• Public Comment 

 
• Committee Updates 

 EMPIRE               Walt Wegst 
• Approval of Tonopah Test Range Fact Sheet 

Recommendation Letter 
• Approval of Industrial Sites Fact Sheet 

Recommendation Letter 
 Outreach              Hal Sullivan 

 Update on Committee Work Plan 
 Transportation/Waste             Ted Oom 
 UGTA                Bob Gatliff 

 Update on 4/3/08 UGTA Pahute Mesa 
Corrective Action Investigation Plan (CAIP) Meeting 

 
• Other CAB Business 

 Approval of Outreach Committee’s FY 2008 Work Plan   Dave Hermann 
 NTS EIS – Supplement Analysis – for CAB comment  Dave Hermann 
 July 2008 Board meeting location, and committee meetings Dave Hermann 
 Update on EM SSAB Chairs meeting in Richland, WA  Dave Hermann 
 DOE Update               Kelly Snyder 

 NTS CAB Standard Operating Procedures Update 
 Hanford Advisory Board Letter – STCGs 

 NSF Visitor Access & Emergency Response Accountability Rosemary Rehfeldt 
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• April and May State of Nevada Notification            Rosemary Rehfeldt 

 Corrective Actions for CAU134 – submittal 5/31/08 
 Corrective Actions for CAU 107 – submittal 6/18/08 

• Meeting Wrap-Up / Assessment             Rosemary Rehfeldt 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Dave Hermann asked for a motion for approval of the meeting agenda. Ted Oom moved for approval, 
seconded by Hal Sullivan.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comment 
No comment. 
 
Committee Updates: 
 
Environmental Management Public Information Review Effort (EMPIRE) Committee: 
Walt Wegst, committee Chair, informed the Board that there were two CAB recommendation letters, 
created by the EMPIRE Committee, for Full Board approval.  The first letter pertains to updates and 
revisions to the fact sheet for the Tonopah Test Range.  The second letter pertains to updates and 
revision to the fact sheet for the Industrial Sites Sub-Project.  Both letters were electronically sent to 
the Board for review prior to the Full Board meeting.  Jim Weeks moved for approval of both 
recommendation letters, seconded by Stacy Standley.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Dr. Wegst informed the Board that all of EM’s fact sheets have been reviewed and updated by the 
committee.  He also told the Board that the committee’s next project is to review the EM videos.  Each 
committee member will receive the videos, recorded on DVD, to review and discuss at upcoming 
EMPIRE Committee meetings. 
 

Outreach Committee: 
Hal Sullivan, committee Chair, informed the Board that the Outreach Committee held a meeting just 
prior to the Full Board meeting and created their committee’s fiscal year (FY) 2008 Work Plan.  He 
outlined the Work Plan, for the Board’s approval, as follows: 

• Review and analyze DOE EM’s Operation Clean Desert children’s display, activity book and CD. 

• Review the Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board Stewardship Education Resource Kit 

• Explore the possibility of creating and distributing an electronic CAB newsletter 
 
Stacy Standley moved, seconded by Jim Weeks, to approve the Outreach Committee FY 2008 Work 
Plan.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. Sullivan briefly explained that the Outreach Committee’s overall goal is to research, discuss, and 
make recommendations to the Board on initiatives for the DOE NSO’s Environmental Management 
public involvement outreach program, for consideration by DOE. 
 
Transportation/Waste Committee: 
 
Ted Oom, committee Chair, reminded the Board that DOE Nevada Site Office (NSO) is currently 
preparing to conduct a waste transportation route study.  He asked Kelly Snyder when the study would 
be complete, and was told that an end date has not been established yet.  Robert Johnson pointed out 
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that the Desert Research Institute’s transportation study covered the transport of low-level waste 
along Nevada Route 160.  Mr. Johnson suggested that the Transportation/Waste Committee develop 
a specific list of parameters to include in the updated study such as: all roads, increased traffic, 
schools, day care centers, hospitals, fire stations, etc. 
 
Mr. Oom asked for U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) route requirements.  Ms. Snyder 
reminded the Board of the fact that the DOE and Nevada Test Site (NTS) have no authority to regulate 
transportation routes. 
 
Mr. Oom also asked about transuranic (TRU) waste shipments, and whether the NSO follows WIPP 
transportation guidelines.  Dr. Helen Neill offered to conduct a literature search at UNLV for journal 
articles on guidelines for waste shipments to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plan (WIPP) near Carlsbad, 
New Mexico.   
 
Mr. Oom asked Chris Andres if the State of Nevada is involved in determining or regulating radioactive 
waste shipping routes.  Ms. Andres said she did not know the answer, but would find out and report 
back to the Board.   
 
The CAB Office will send out an e-mail to the committee with links for DOT requirements, as well as a 
copy of the DOT Guidelines for Selecting Preferred Highway Routes for Highway Route Controlled 
Quantity Shipments of Radioactive Materials. 
 
Underground Test Area (UGTA) Committee: 
Because there were members of the public present, Mr. Bob Gatliff, Committee Chair, began by 
explaining how the CAB was given the opportunity by the DOE to recommend one well siting at the 
Nevada Test Site.  The CAB submitted its well recommendation reports and letter to the DOE in 
September, 2007. 
 
Consequently, two members of the CAB’s UGTA Committee have been invited to participate with the 
UGTA Technical Working Group (TWG) in the Pahute Mesa Corrective Action Investigation Plan  
(CAIP) meetings.  Both Bob Gatliff and Engelbrecht von Tiesenhausen (CAB Alumni member) have 
been attending these meetings.  Mr. Gatliff explained that the purpose of these meetings was to scope 
out the work plan for the second phase of the two phase study of groundwater contamination on the 
NTS from nuclear testing, and the groundwater movement and pathways.  The purpose of the two 
phase study is to determine if radioactive contaminated water will flow off of the NTS, where, and 
when.  Each meeting’s objective is listed below: 

 The first meeting was a brainstorming session to identify potential study activities and their 
purpose 

 The second and third meetings created a ranking, or prioritization, of the proposed activities 
 The last three meetings have explored the preferred siting (drill sites) of the holes to be drilled 

for the purpose of providing information on geology, stratigraphic structures, hydrology, water 
flow paths, possible water contamination by radionuclides, and for future use as monitoring 
wells to detect radioactive contamination 

 The last CAIP meeting was devoted to a ranking of proposed drill holes in order of most 
importance and beneficial to the study of contaminant movement and contaminant boundaries, 
and a ranking of preferred order of drilling the proposed wells. 

 
Mr. Gatliff went on to explain that the number of proposed wells, 10 or 12 wells, may be spread over 
three years due to budget restraints and the increased cost of drilling brought about by the high 
demand for drill rigs that has accompanied the high price of oil. 
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The project schedule for the future is:  Drilling – April 2009-April 2010;  Well Testing – February 2012-
March 2013;  Lab Studies – November 2012-August 2014. 
 
Suggested reading for potential new CAB members interested in joining the UGTA Committee was 
presented to provide them with background information on the current activities of this committee. 
 
 
Other CAB Business 
 

 NTS Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Supplement Analysis – for CAB comment: 
Dave Hermann brought up the next topic on the agenda – the NTS EIS Supplement Analysis –
and reminded the CAB that they were to be prepared to discuss and submit comments for CAB 
recommendation to DOE.  Ms. Snyder told the Board that their comments need to pertain to 
EM portions of the document.  The Board unanimously agreed that more time was needed for 
document review.  Rosemary Rehfeldt told the Board that she would need all comments 
submitted to the CAB Office by Thursday, May 22, 2008.   
 
Dave Hermann and Walter Wegst asked for the power, when reviewing the CAB’s comments, 
to strike out comments that did not pertain to EM.  Stacy Standley moved, seconded by Jim 
Weeks, to have additional review time, comments submitted, via e-mail, to the CAB Office by 
May 22nd, and for Dave and Walt to strike out any comments that do not relate to EM.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
 July Board Meeting Location: 

Meeting attendees were informed that the next CAB Full Board meeting will be held on July 9, 
2008, in Las Vegas, Nevada.  The meeting will take place at the Atomic Testing Museum, 
Frank Rogers Auditorium at 755 E. Flamingo, and will begin at 5:00 p.m.  The Board requested 
a overview briefing on the EM Complex. 
 

 DOE Update: 
Kelly Snyder referenced the EM Monthly Report to the CAB for May 2008 and asked the Board 
if they had any questions on the report.  There were no comments or questions. 
 
Ms. Snyder told the Board that a copy of the CAB’s Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) 
was included in their packet.  The Board was informed that the SOPs have been revised with 
respect to the number of days the Chair and DDFO have to certify the accuracy of meeting 
minutes.  This has changed from 90 days to 45 days.  This change will be reflected on pages 
five and nine of the SOPs.  Therefore, meeting minutes for Board approval will no longer be 
included in the Bi-Monthly Full Board meeting packets.  Board approval will be done via e-mail. 
 
Ms. Snyder also informed the Board that their meeting packet included a letter from the 
Hanford Advisory Board (HAB) to Mr. James Rispoli, at DOE Headquarters, regarding Site 
Coordination Technology Groups (SCTGs).  In essence, the letter explains that, during the 
1990s, the DOE complex employed SCTGs that worked to communicate technology issues 
among the site projects, providing a forum for communication between other DOE sites, EM 
Headquarters, and technology providers.  The HAB believes that, since the SCTGs were 
eliminated in 2003, the Board saw a loss of momentum and coordination for addressing the 
identified needs of the Hanford Site.  The letter asks Mr. Rispoli if he would consider bringing 
the SCTGs back into the EM program. 
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 CAB Office Update: 

Rosemary Rehfeldt updated the CAB on the DOE’s Nevada Support Facility (NSF) Visitor 
Access and Emergency Response Accountability requirements.  These requirements apply 
when CAB members are visiting the NSF for a CAB-related meeting or function. 

 
 April and May State of Nevada Notification: 

A Notification for Corrective Actions, dated May 7, 2008, was included in the Board meeting 
packets.  The DOE will submit a final Corrective Action Decision Documents (CADDs), 
CADD/Corrective Action Plans (CAPs), CADD/Closure Reports (CRs), or Streamlined 
Approach for Environmental Restoration (SAFER) Work Plans, proposing closure-in-place to 
the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) for the following Corrective Action 
Units (CAUs): 
 
      CAU Number CAU Description   Approximate Submittal Date 

o CAU 135 Aboveground Storage Tanks May 31, 2008 
o CAU 107 Low Impact Soil Sites  June 18, 2008 

 
Comments regarding these decision documents are to be submitted to Tim Murphy (NDEP) 
within 30 days of the document’s release.  If needed, Rosemary Rehfeldt will provide the Board 
with additional information on the Corrective Action report. 
 
Additionally, a list of all documents submitted to the Public Reading Room within the last 30 
days is included in this Notification.  They are as follows: 
 

CAU Number CAU Description  Document Approximate Submittal Date 
o CAU 190 Contaminated Waste Sites CADD/CR April 4, 2008  

 
Requests for documents can be made to Rosemary Rehfeldt at the CAB Office. 

 
With all CAB business concluded, Dave Hermann put forth a request for motion to adjourn.  Hal 
Sullivan moved, seconded by Ted Oom, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:15 P.M. 


