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RESPONSE TO ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT REVIEW 
EFFORT (EMPIRE) COMMITTEE COMMENT RESOLUTION REQUEST 

During the February 6,2008, EMPIRE committee meeting, the committee requested a formal 
comment resolution on each recommendation that was previously submitted for Environmental 
Management fact sheets and brochure. Enclosed are the comment resolutions and a copy of each 
revised publication for the following fact sheets/brochures: 

Environmental Management Public Involvement 
Environinental Management Speakers Bureau 
Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order 
Environmental Management Overview 
Transuranic Waste ... at the Nevada Test Site 
Low-Level Waste ... at the Nevada Test Site 
Transporting Low-Level and Mixed Low-Level Waste to the Nevada Test Site 
Planning and Budgeting 
Regulatory Requirements and Agreements 
Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order 
Radioactive Waste Management 
Environmental Restoration 

The recommendations that were submitted for the Soils Sub-project, Mixed Low-Level Waste at 
the Nevada Test Site, Mixed Low-Level Waste Acceptance Guidance, and Radioactive Waste 
Acceptance Program fact sheets have not been completed at this time. Therefore, a separate 
comment resolution will be provided to the CAB once they are completed. 

If you have questions on concerns please contact me at (702) 295-2836. 

Kelly %K- K. Sn r + 
~ e s i ~ n a t e d  beputy Federal Officer 

Enclosures: 
As stated 



Dave Hermann -2- 

cc wlencl. via e-mail: 
M. A. Nielson, DOEIHQ (EM- 13) FORS 
E. D. Frost, DOEMQ (EM-13) FORS 
CAB Members and Liaisons 
Rosemary Rehfeldt, NREI, Las Vegas, NV 

March 5,2008 



confirm from Associate Press Guide whether the word should be in or 

Page 4 (third column on inside) Paragraph 1 - Line 1: Change the word 
provide to the word give. 
Page 4 (third column on inside) Paragraph 2 - End of paragraph. Add 
this sentence to the end of the paragraph: Listings of events are 
available on the web site. 
Page 4 (third column on inside) Paragraph 4 - Delete the first six lines 
in their entirety and replace with: The public is invited to visit: Change 
the information below the addresses to the following: To be added to 
the list to receive meeting notices and information on projects and 
activities contact us at: then put the contact box from the back page. 
Move this entire paragraph to the back of the brochure to replace what 
is there now. 

Completed. 

Sentence was not changed. Listing of events is not available on the 
website. 

Paragraph now reads, "Please send a request to envmgt@nv.doe.gov to 
receive meeting notices and information on EM activities via e-mail." 



Corrections for the entire inside of the brochure: add captions to all 
pictures. 
Page 6 (second column from left on outside) Paragraph 2 - Place a 
colon after the last word in the paragraph (components:). 

Page 6 (second column from left on outside) Paragraph 3 - Line 3: 
Remove the word weapons 
Page 6 (second column from left on outside) Paragraph 3 - Line 7: 
Remove the last sentence and replace with the following: In addition, 
long-term surveillance and monitoring techniques are used to make sure 
the health and safety of workers, the public and the environment are not 
put at risk. 
Page 6 (second column from left on outside) Paragraph 4 - Line 1: After 
the word disposes, add the word of. 
Page 6 (second column from left on outside) Paragraph 4 - Line 4: 
Delete the word: also, and after the word disposes add the words: of 
that. 
Page 7 (back of brochure) 1. Eliminate all the current information now 
on the back of the brochure and replace with the For More Information: 
section from the inside of the brochure (bottom of column 3). 
Corrections for column of pictures on the outside of the brochure: add 
captions. 

Photos were replaced with graphics that do not need captions. 
.- 

This paragraph was restructured to read, "The U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) Environmental Management Program was created in 
1989 to address the environmental legacy remaining from years of 
nuclear weapons research and testing in the United States. Accordingly, 
the DOE National Nuclear Security Administration Nevada Site Office 
Environmental Management Program is responsible for addressing: 
Groundwater, soil and on-site infrastructure contamination from historic 
nuclear testing at the Nevada Test Site and on the Nevada Test and 
Training Range Environmental planning, compliance and monitoring 
at the Nevada Test Site Radioactive and hazardous waste management 
and disposal generated by cleanup activities on the Nevada Test Site, 
Nevada Test and Training Range and other DOE and U.S. Department 
of Defense sites across the United States These and other Nevada Site 
Office activities are completed in compliance with all applicable 
federal, state, and local laws and regulations. In addition, ensuring the 
health and safety of workers, the public, and the environment is a top 
priority. 
See comment resolution above. 

See comment resolution above. 

See comment resolution above. 

See comment resolution above. 

Due to spacing issues, the Community Advisory Board verbiage and the 
For More Information verbiage are listed on the back side of the 
brochure. 
Photos were removed due to spacing issues. 



Environmental Management Speakers Bureau 

CAB Comment 
1. Paragraph 3 - Line 7: Put a comma after the word Range and a period 
after Tonopah Test Range. Delete the words: and at nine off-site test 
locations in five states, including Nevada. 

Comment Resolution 
Fact sheet is no longer available. Information is available on the 
National Nuclear Security Administration Nevada Site Office Speaker's 
Bureau fact sheet. 



was a result of the CAB'S comment and consideration for the Office of 

"The Agreement outlines a schedule of cleanup and monitoring 
commitments as follows: Formalizes relationships among the State of 

Paragraph 4 - Line 5: Delete the word: will 
Paragraph 4 - Line 6: Place a period after the word: state. Delete the 
remainder of that sentence. 

Nevada, DOE, and the DoD; Identifies sites of potential historic 
contamination and prioritizes them for cleanup; Defines the regulations 
the State of Nevada will use to direct and enforce corrective action 
activities; Establishes a corrective action strategy for cleanup activities; 
and Provides public involvement opportunities." 
See comment resolution above. 
See comment resolution above. 



reference to the offsites. 

Page 4 - Paragraph 1 - Line 7: Change the line to read: which is then 
posted in the reading facility. 
Page 4 - Paragraph 2 - Line 4: After the word: Management, delete the 
rest of the sentence. Follow the word Management with: Distribution 
List. 

Page 4 Para. 2 - Line 5: Delete the 1st word in the sentence: Quarterly. 
Page 4 - Add to the caption of the photo: - located at: (then list address 
of the DOE'S Public Reading Facility) 

Completed 

Changed to, "There are other public involvement activities associated 
with the DOE Environmental Management Program. Interested 
stakeholders can receive updates on proposed and current activities by 
signing up for the Environmental Management electronic mailing list at 
envmgt@nv.doe.gov. Community Advisory Board meetings provide 
opportunities for the public to play an active role in the decision- 
making process, and speakers can be requested for presentations to 
community organizations. 
See comment resolution above. 
Completed. 



I 

Environmental 

CAB Comment 
Page 1 - Line 4: After the word: initiatives add the following: (between 
1950 and 1992). 
Page 2 - Paragraph I - Line 4: Change the words: Nevada Test Site to: 
NTS. 
Page 2 - Paragraph 2 - Line 2: Change the end of the sentence to read: 
news releases, exhibits, the CAB Roadshow and CAB public meetings. 
Page 2 - Paragraph 2 - Line 5: Change number of citizen volunteers to 
15-20. 
Page 2 - Paragraph 2 - Line 6: Add to the end of the paragraph: The 
CAB meets monthly and the public is invited. (or semi-monthly if that 
schedule remains) 
Change the font on the headings. It is extremely difficult to read. 
Page 2- Paragraph 1 - Reverse the order of the first two sentences in this 
paragraph. 
Page 2 - Paragraph 1 - Line 5: Make a bulleted list of: O Underground 
Test Area, O Soils, Industrial Sites, Offsites 
Page 3 - Paragraph 2 - State what happens if groundwater 
contamination is found. Also make sure it is noted that this is an area 
where the CAB is actively involved. 
Page 3 - Paragraph 3 - Line 3: Remove the word: resides and replace 
with the word: remains. 
Page 4 - Paragraph 2 - The portion of the paragraph that speaks about 
management of transportation is confusing. It leads one to think that 
program activities include more than they do. It needs to be rewritten. 
Also, the mention of coordination of rural county emergency response 
efforts gives the wrong impression. This reference makes a reader think 
that program activities include helping local municipalities with their 
emergency response efforts. It needs to be rewritten. 
Page 5 - Paragraph 1 - Line 2: Change Environmental Protection 
Agency to: EPA. 
Page 5 - Paragraph 4 - Add this sentence to the end of the paragraph: 

Management ~ +., 

Comment Resolution 
The dates are already mentioned in the paragraph so the comment was 
not included. 
Completed. 

Since the CAB has not been mentioned at this point in the brochure this 
comment was not included. 
Since the number of CAB members fluctuates, the number of members 
was omitted. 
Changed to read, "More information on the CAB, including meeting 
details, is located at http://www.ntscab.com." 

Completed. 
Paragraph was rewritten and comment was incorporated. 

This section was omitted. Change could not be made. 

Due to spacing issues and content, comments could not be incorporated. 

Completed. 

Completed. 

Section omitted from brochure. Comment could not be included. 

Completed. 



The last of the stored transuranic waste will be transported off NTS by 
(and insert appropriate date). 
Page 6 - Change Heading to read: How is Low-Level and Mixed Low- 
Level Waste Safely Disposed at NTS? 
Page 6 - Underline and bold the following: Line 2: The Radioactive 
Waste Acceptance Program; Line 4: Risk Assessments; Line 12: The 
Closure Program 
Page 6 -Line 7 - change the sentence to read: Continuous monitoring 
of air, groundwater, and soil serves as an early detection system. . . . 
Our overall recommendation in relation to this handout is to change the 
graphics. The graphics make it very hard to read throughout, and they 
distort the photos. All photos should be replaced and include captions. 

Section omitted from brochure. Comment could not be included. 

Section omitted from brochure. Comment could not be included. 

Section omitted from brochure. Comment could not be included. 



Transuranic Waste...at the Nevada Test Site 

CAB Comment 

Add Glossary 
Update amounts and add specific date for completion 
Move "Waste Characterization" to the front page and "Waste Handling 
and Storage" to the second page. 
Add "permanently" managed. 
Reference to the glove box should be in past tense 

Under "Waste Characterization," change second sentence to read, "is 
required," instead of "must be accomplished." 
Next to the last sentence should read, "Responsibility of Transuranic 
waste shipments transfers to the WlPPpersonnel once... " 

Comment Resolution 

Completed. 
Completed. 
Completed. 

Completed. 
Since the glove box is no longer part of the Transuranic Waste Sub- 
project and was disposed at the NTS, all reference to the glove box was 
removed. 
Completed. 

Sentence now reads, "Responsibility for transuranic waste shipments 
from the Nevada Test Site to any off-site location lies with WIPP 
personnel." 



Low-kvel Waste...at the Nevada Test Site 

CAB Comment 
Change the tense throughout the Fact Sheet from a passive to an active 
voice 
Identify Areas 3 and 5 
Need more descriptive captions 
Implement a glossary box 
Change "How Do We Ensure Safe Disposal?" to "How does DOE 
Ensure Safe Disposal Requirements?" and add a lead-in, to state that 
the DOE and NDEP make scheduled and unscheduled visual 
inspections at waste generator sites. 

Comment Resolution 
Completed. 

Completed. 
Completed. 
Completed. 
Sub-title was changed from a question to a statement. Sub-title now 
reads, "Safe Disposal Requirements" 



Transporting Low-Level and Mixed Low-Level Waste to the Nevada Test SiR 

CAB Comment 
The first paragraph with bullet points should be changed to read: Safety 
is the first priority of the Nevada Test Site (NTS) when transporting 
waste to the NTS. 

The NTS is committed to considering the concerns of neighboring 
areas, which are impacted by the transport of low-level and mixed low- 
level waste shipments to the site. These concerns include: 

Avoiding heavily populatedcongested areas in the State of Nevada 
Avoiding Hoover Dam (1-40, US-93) and Davis Dam (AZ-68, NV- 

163) 
Using the Nevada Site Office identified preferred routes (see map on 

reverse 
side) 

Completing the driver routing questionnaire 
Avoiding the Las Vegas Beltway (1-215) 

The second paragraph should read as follows: The NTS recognizes that 
although generators cannot direct the specific routes taken by carriers, 
they can suggest preferred routes. The Nevada Site Office may consider 

U 

Comment Resolution 
First paragraph now reads, "Safety is the first priority for the 
Environmental Management mission at the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) National Nuclear Security Administration Nevada Site Office. 
In fact, this commitment to safety is integrated at DOE sites that 
generate low-level and mixed low-level waste that is permanently 
disposed at the Nevada Test Site (NTS)." 
Text is now located under "Routing Preferences." 

Text now reads, "The Nevada Site Office makes every effort to 
consider the concerns of stakeholders in areas neighboring the NTS. 
The NTS Waste Acceptance Criteria addresses waste transportation and 
forbids low-level and mixed low-level waste shipments across Hoover 
Dam and through the Las Vegas metropolitan area. 

In combination with theses requirements, the Nevada Site Office has 
identified preferred routes (see map on reverse side) and advises 
generators to conform to the following guidelines: 

Avoid heavily populatedcongested areas in the state of Nevada 
(including the Las Vegas Beltway, 1-215) 

Avoid Davis Dam (AZ-68 and NV- 163) 
Use the northern route, 1-80 (see map on reverse) during summer 

months (May - October) 
Use the southern routes during the winter months (November - April), 

but divide shipments between CA-127 and NV-160 (see map on 
reverse) 

Direct canier drivers to complete the mandatory driver questionnaire" 

Text now reads, ''The Nevada Site Office may suspend generator 
shipments if waste is not transported in compliance with the identified 
requirements and guidelines." 



suspension of a generator's shipments if waste is transported through 
the above-mentioned sensitive areas. 
With regard to the fourth paragraph, the Committee agreed that a legend 
would be created for the map with symbols that designate the different 
routes, for those who will not be viewing a colored copy of the fact 
sheet. The symbols will be a triangle, a square, and a circle. The 
verbiage in this paragraph should read as follows: During summer 
months (May-October) carriers are directed to use the northern routes. 
See map on the reverse side for Interstate-80 highlighted in blue, 
symbol is a circle. The required alternative during winter months 
(November-April) is to divide shipments between CA-127 (symbol is a 
triangle), and NV-160 (symbol is a square). See map on the reverse side 
for these routes; both are depicted in pink colors. 
It was also noted that the background was too busy and the fact sheet 
was difficult to read. 

Due to design and spacing concerns the symbols/colors that are used are 
a purple diamond, a green circle, and a blue heavy line. 

The paragraph was removed completely because a legend was added. 
The legend conveys what the recommended text was trying to 
accomplish. 

Incorporated new design. Originally was a three fold brochure and 
document is now a two-sided fact sheet. 





Regulatory Requirements and Agreements 

CAB Comment 
The CAB submitted a word for word rewrite. The recommendation 
given to DOE was to replace all existing text with the CAB rewrite. 

Comment Resolution 
The CAB verbiage was reviewed by DOE staff and the majority of it 
was implemented. Since the CAB recommendation covered the entire 
fact sheet, the comment resolution is to see the final revised fact sheet 
(which is available on the CAB website). 



The agreement is designed to improve the environmental restoration Agreement ensures these government entities work together to 
process for local residents, the state of Nevada and the DOE. authorize cost-effective corrective actions in the state. It also establishes 

Delete the remainder of that sentence. Line 7: Place a period after the 

six lines). 
Page 2 - Last Paragraph - Line 1: Change the first sentence to read: the 
Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order, with its six appendices, 
is a legally binding document. 
Page 2 - Last Paragraph - Line 2: Delete the s on the second word 
(describes). Change the map to reflect current locations. 
Page 3 - Paragraph 2 - Line 1 : Change the word: four to the word: three. 

Completed. 

Completed and map was removed due to spacing concerns. 

Since the WAC0 still covers the Offsites Sub-project, this comment 
was not incorporated. 



Page 3 - Paragraph 2 - Line 4: Change the two words: in directly to the 
correct: indirectly. 
Page 3 - Paragraph 2 - Line 8: Eliminate the entire two lines in 
reference to the offsites. 
Page 3 - Paragraph 3 -Line 2: Change the second sentence to read: the 
recommendations are presented for review by the public and the 
Community Advisory Board for Nevada Test Site Programs. 
Page 3 - Paragraph 3 - Line 4: Delete the word: will. 
Page 4 - Paragraph 1 - Line 6: Remove the s from the word state. 
Page 4 - Paragraph 1 - Line 7: Change the line to read: which is then 
posted in the reading facility. 
Page 4 - Paragraph 2 - Line 4: After the word: Management, delete the 
rest of the sentence. Follow Management with: Distribution List. 
Page 4 - Paragraph 2 - Line 5: Delete the first word in the sentence: 
Quarter1 y. 
Add to the caption of the photo: - located at: (then list address of the 
DOE'S Public Reading Facility). 

Completed. 

Since the WAC0 still covers the Offsites Sub-project, this comment 
was not incorporated. 
Completed. 

Completed. 
Completed. 
Text now read, "...documents are submitted to the public reading 
facilities." 
Text now reads, "...Environmental Management electronic mailing 
list.. ." 
Completed. 

Completed. 



Radioactive Waste Management - 

CAB Comment 
Page 1 Paragraph 1 -Line 3 - When two designated national disposal 
facilities are mentioned, name both of them. 
Page 1 Paragraph 2 - Line 4 - After the words: disposal cells, insert: for 
low-level and mixed low level waste. 
Page 1 Paragraph 2 - Line 4 - After the words: temporary storage areas, 
insert: for transuranic and hazardous waste. 
Page I - Paragraph 3 -Line 1 - After the words: Much of the 
radioactive waste, insert: permanently 
Page 1 - Paragraph 5 - Line 1 - After the word: generators, insert: of 
waste 
Page 2 - Paragraph 2 - Line 1 - After the word: generators, insert: of 
waste 
Page 2 - Paragraph 2 -Line 3 - After the word: generators, insert: of 
waste 
Page 2 - Paragraph 4 -Line 4 - Insert this sentence after Line 4: this 
represents the majority of transuranic waste stored at the Nevada Test 
Site. 
Page 2 - Paragraph 4 - End of Paragraph - Insert this sentence at the end 
of the paragraph: This project is scheduled to close at the end of 
fiscal year 2007. 
Page 2 - Insert a caption to go with the photograph on page 2. 

Comment ~esilution 
Text was removed that mentioned two national disposal sites. 

Sentence was removed from revised fact sheet. 

Sentence was removed from revised fact sheet. 

The word "managed" was removed and "permanently" was included in 
the fact sheet. 
Text now reads, "Waste generators. .." 

Text now reads, "Waste generators.. ." 

Text now reads, "Waste generators.. ." 

Text now reads, "This waste.. .represents more than 95 percent of the 
total volume.. ." 

The sub-project end date is now EY 2008. Therefore, the comment was 
not included. 

All photos have captions. 



Environmental Restoration 

CAB Comment 
Page 1 - Column 1 - Paragraph 3 - Line 8 
After the words: five states, insert: (see list on page 3) 

Page 2 - Column 1 - Paragraph 1 - End of Paragraph 
Delete the last word: activities, and insert: through attending CAB 
meetings and other avenues. 

Page 2 - Column 2 - Paragraph 1 - Last bulleted item 
Delete the words: closure requirements, and insert: appropriate state and 
Federal closure requirements. 
Page 2 - Column 2 - Paragraph 3 - Break out the four related projects 
into a bulleted list. 
Page 3 - Column 1 -Paragraph 3 - Remove this paragraph with 
reference to Offsite Projects because they are no longer active. 
Page 3 - Column 2 - Paragraph 1 - Check the next to last paragraph for 
accuracy in reference to contamination by uranium andlor plutonium 
oxides. 
Page 4 - Paragraph 1 - Bullet 3 - Define what a stakeholder is and 
explain how they can get placed on the mailing list. 

Comment Resolution 
The Offsite locations are now managed under the Office of Legacy 
Management and all reference to them has been removed from this fact 
sheet. 
Due to spacing issues the revised text reads, 'The Federal Facility 
Agreement and Consent Order is an agreement among the Nevada Site 
Office, the State of Nevada, and the U.S. Department of Defense. It is 
the dominant regulatory driver for Nevada Site Office Environmental 
Restoration Project activities and establishes a framework for 
identifying, prioritizing, investigating, remediating, and monitoring the 
contaminated sites covered by the agreement." 
Due to spacing issues, this paragraph was removed from the fact sheet. 

Due to spacing issues, this paragraph was absorbed within other 
paragraphs. Therefore, the comment could not be completed. 
Completed. 

Statement was accurate. However, due to spacing issues the sentence 
was removed from the revised fact sheet. 

This information was duplicated in other fact sheets and it was 
determined it was not necessary in this fact sheet. The paragraph was 
removed. 


