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Mr. Scott Wade 
Assistant Manager for Environmental Management  
U.S. Department of Energy, Nevada Site Office 
P. O. Box 98518 
Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518 
  
SUBJECT:     Recommendation Regarding Nye County Drilling Proposal  
  (Work Plan Item #4) 
  
Dear Mr. Wade: 
  
The Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board (NSSAB) was asked by the Nevada 
Site Office to determine from a community perspective if the Board  
recommends that the Department of Energy (DOE) support the Nye County 
proposal titled Far-Field Hydrogeologic Characterization Relevant to Under-
ground Nuclear Test Areas   
  
After reviewing the proposal and receiving briefings from both the Nye County 
Nuclear Waste Repository Project Office (NWRPO) and the DOE Nevada Site 
Office at our November Full Board meeting, the NSSAB recommends DOE 
consider the proposal; however the NSSAB was not able to come to a consen-
sus regarding fully supporting the proposal as it is currently written.   
 
The NSSAB identified the following items as benefits of the existing proposal:  
 

 All additional data points collected by NWRPO would be usable 
by DOE 

 A better understanding of the geology would be gained through 
collaboration with NWRPO 

 Data may be less expensive for NWRPO to collect 
 Additional monitoring of groundwater flowing toward Beatty,  

Nevada, would be useful and valuable 
 Funding the proposal would provide employment in Nye County 
 Existing models could be enhanced and a better understanding 

of potential contaminant travel times 
 Data collected during the activities could be a valuable resource 

in the future 



 Involving Nye County would increase credibility of past and ongoing DOE efforts in 
the community 

 Drilling will only get more expensive if deferred 
 
The NSSAB identified the following items as concerns with regard to the existing proposal:  
 

 DOE already has a constrained budget 
 Identified project life (three-four years) is not long enough  
 Long-term funding would be needed to allow for long-term data gathering  
 Nye County’s placement of wells is not appropriate to detect contamination 
 Data analysis may be redundant and not conducted appropriately  
 Wells already exist in these areas 
 No evidence for additional wells needed in Frenchman Flat 
 Efforts may be duplicative of work already being conducted 
 Responsibility for long-term maintenance of wells has not been identified 
 NWRPO may have underestimated cost  

 
The Board recommends DOE consider the following: 
 

 If the existing plan is modified, it should be a joint effort between DOE and 
NWRPO 

 DOE should complete a formal cost/benefit analysis of the modified plan  
 DOE should involve Nye County in DOE’s groundwater characterization program 

and allow Nye County access to existing and future data 
 DOE should fund a modified plan if agreement can be reached on such a plan and 

a cost/benefit analysis shows such work provides a benefit commensurate with the 
estimated cost  

 
The NSSAB understands that DOE Headquarters is responsible for the process of determining if/
how the proposal is implemented and appreciates the opportunity to provide meaningful input to 
the DOE in regard to this recommendation.  
  
Sincerely, 

  
  
  

Kathleen L. Bienenstein, Chair 
 
cc: M. A. Nielson, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2) FORS 
 C. B. Alexander, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2) FORS 
 M. R. Hudson, DOE/HQ (EM-3.2) FORS 
 C. G. Lockwood, EMOS, NNSA/NSO, Las Vegas, NV 
 K. K. Snyder, EMOS, NNSA/NSO, Las Vegas, NV 
 W. R. Wilborn, EMO, NNSA/NSO, Las Vegas, NV 
 B. K. Ulmer, N-I, Las Vegas, NV 
 NSSAB Members and Liaisons 
 NNSA/NSO Read File 
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January 16, 2013 
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